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The Fourth Sunday in Lent (Laetáre) 
Sunday, March 19, 2023 ▪ 9AM & 11AM  

 



The Second Scrutiny 

The Scrutinies are celebrated on the 3rd, 4th, and 5th Sundays of Lent as an 

important part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. These are rites 

for self-searching and repentance and have a spiritual purpose for those 

adults (The Elect) who are preparing for the Sacraments of Initiation at 

the Easter Vigil. The Lectionary readings for Cycle A are always used with 

the Scrutinies, even during Cycles B and C.  

 

This year, the First Scrutiny is celebrated March 12th at the 9AM Mass. 

The Second Scrutiny takes place March 19th at the 11AM Mass, and the 

Third Scrutiny is on March 26th at the 5:30PM Evening Mass.  
 

The Scrutinies are meant to uncover, then heal all that is weak, defective, 

or sinful in the hearts of the elect; to bring out, then strengthen all that is 

upright, strong, and good. The Scrutinies are celebrated to deliver the elect 

from the power of sin; to protect them against temptation; and to give them 

strength in Christ, who is the way, the truth, and the life. Our entire 

community is called to journey alongside those who seek to join the 

Catholic Church. 

 

 

 

 

 



Order of the Mass 
PRELUDE         Improvisation on Laetáre, Ierusalem 

INTROIT                            Laetáre, Ierúsalem Mode V 

Laetare, Ierusalem; conventum facite omnes  

qui diligitis eam; 

gaudete cum laetitia, quia in tristitia fuistis: ut 

exsultetis, et satiemini ab uberibus consolationis 

vestrae. 

Ps. Laetatus sum in his, quae dicta sunt mihi: in 

domum Domini ibimus. 

Rejoice, O Jerusalem: and come together all 

you that love her: 

rejoice with joy, you that have been in sorrow: 

that you exult, and be filled from the breasts of 

your consolation. 

Ps. I rejoiced at the things that were said to 

me: we shall go into the house of the Lord. 

 

HYMN AT THE PROCESSION  

“Christ is the World’s Light”                                   Christe Sanctorum 

 

 



PENITENTIAL ACT 

I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in 

what I have done and in what I have failed to do, [striking the breast] 

through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous 

fault; therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the angels and 

saints, and you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord 

our God. 

KYRIE                                  Missa Orbis Factor                             Mode I 

 
 

 

Liturgy of the Word 

  

FIRST READING                    1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a 

The LORD said to Samuel: “Fill your horn with oil, and be on 

your way. I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have 

chosen my king from among his sons.” As Jesse and his sons came 

to the sacrifice, Samuel looked at Eliab and thought, “Surely the 

LORD's anointed is here before him.” But the LORD said to 

Samuel: “Do not judge from his appearance or from his lofty 

stature, because I have rejected him. Not as man sees does God 

see, because man sees the appearance but the LORD looks into the 

heart.” In the same way Jesse presented seven sons before Samuel, 

but Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any one of 

these.” Then Samuel asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you 

have?” Jesse replied, “There is still the youngest, who is tending 



the sheep.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Send for him; we will not begin 

the sacrificial banquet until he arrives here.” Jesse sent and had 

the young man brought to them. He was ruddy, a youth 

handsome to behold and making a splendid appearance. The 

LORD said, “There—anoint him, for this is the one!” Then 

Samuel, with the horn of oil in hand, anointed David in the 

presence of his brothers; and from that day on, the spirit of the 

LORD rushed upon David. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 23 (22)  Dominus regit me  

    Joseph Gelineau, SJ          

 

 

SECOND READING                                      Ephesians 5:8-14 
 

ROTHERS and sisters: You were once darkness, but now 

you are light in the Lord.  Live as children of light, for light 

produces every kind of goodness and righteousness and 

truth.  Try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in 

the fruitless works of darkness; rather expose them, for it is 

shameful even to mention the things done by them in secret; but 

everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything 

that becomes visible is light. Therefore, it says: “Awake, O sleeper, 

and arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light.” 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                               Richard Rice 

 
GOSPEL                                      John 9:1-41 

S Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from birth. His 

disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 

parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, 

“Neither he nor his parents sinned; it is so that the works of God 

might be made visible through him. We have to do the works of 

the one who sent me while it is day. Night is coming when no one 

B 

A 



can work. While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 

When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made clay with 

the saliva, and smeared the clay on his eyes, and said to him, “Go 

wash in the Pool of Siloam” —which means Sent—. So he went 

and washed, and came back able to see. His neighbors and those 

who had seen him earlier as a beggar said, “Isn't this the one who 

used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is,” but others said, “No, he 

just looks like him.” He said, “I am.” So they said to him, “How 

were your eyes opened?” He replied, “The man called Jesus made 

clay and anointed my eyes and told me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ 

So I went there and washed and was able to see.” And they said to 

him, “Where is he?” He said, “I don't know.” They brought the 

one who was once blind to the Pharisees. Now Jesus had made 

clay and opened his eyes on a sabbath. So then the Pharisees also 

asked him how he was able to see. He said to them, “He put clay 

on my eyes, and I washed, and now I can see.” So some of the 

Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, because he does not 

keep the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a sinful man do 

such signs?” And there was a division among them. So they said 

to the blind man again, “What do you have to say about him, 

since he opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” Now the 

Jews did not believe that he had been blind and gained his sight 

until they summoned the parents of the one who had gained his 

sight. They asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born 

blind? How does he now see?” His parents answered and said, 

“We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. We do 

not know how he sees now, nor do we know who opened his 

eyes. Ask him, he is of age; he can speak for himself.” His parents 

said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had 

already agreed that if anyone acknowledged him as the Christ, 

he would be expelled from the synagogue. For this reason his 

parents said, “He is of age; question him.” So a second time they 

called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give God 

the praise! We know that this man is a sinner.” He replied, “If he 

is a sinner, I do not know. One thing I do know is that I was blind 

and now I see.” So they said to him, “What did he do to you? 

How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I told you 



already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? 

Do you want to become his disciples, too?” They ridiculed him 

and said, “You are that man's disciple; we are disciples of Moses! 

We know that God spoke to Moses, but we do not know where 

this one is from.” The man answered and said to them, “This is 

what is so amazing, that you do not know where he is from, yet he 

opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, 

but if one is devout and does his will, he listens to him. It is 

unheard of that anyone ever opened the eyes of a person born 

blind. If this man were not from God, he would not be able to do 

anything.” They answered and said to him, “You were born 

totally in sin, and are you trying to teach us?” Then they threw 

him out. When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he 

found him and said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He 

answered and said, “Who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 

Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, the one speaking with you 

is he.” He said, “I do believe, Lord,” and he worshiped him. Then 

Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so that those who 

do not see might see, and those who do see might become blind.” 

Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to 

him, "Surely we are not also blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If 

you were blind, you would have no sin; but now you are saying, 

'We see,' so your sin remains.” 
 

HOMILY 

THE Second SCRUTINY (11am only)  
DISMISSAL OF THE CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
(11am only) First sung by the Cantor, then by all:  

    

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH                               Nicene Creed 

 believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the 

Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God 

I 



from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the 

Father; through him all things were made. For us men and for our 

salvation he came down from heaven, [all bow] and by the Holy 

Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our 

sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and 

was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with 

the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in 

one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism 

for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection 

of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

UNIVERSAL PRAYER  

 

Liturgy of the Eucharist  

PREPARATION OF THE ALTAR  

ANTHEM                    “Behold the Lamb of God”             G. F. Handel 

                   From Messiah                                  (1685-1759)  

Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world. 

SANCTUS                    Missa Orbis Factor                           Mode II 

 



 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION  Plainsong 

 

AGNUS DEI                         Missa Orbis Factor Mode I, XIV 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

 



An Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at 

this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  I 

embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  Never permit 

me to be separated from You. 

Amen 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  

                                      Ierusalem, quae aedificatur                         Mode I 
Ierusalem, quae aedificatur ut civitas, 

cuius participatio eius in idipsum: 

illuc enim ascenderunt tribus, tribus Domini, 

ad confitendum nomini tuo, Domine. 

Jerusalem, which is built as a city, 

which is compact together: 

for thither did the tribes go up, the tribes of 

the Lord, to praise Thy name, O Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION MOTET 

              “O Savior of the World”                   John Goss 
                  (1800-1880) 

O Savior of the World, who by thy cross and precious blood hast redeemed us. 

Save us and help us, we humbly beseech Thee, O Lord. 

Amen. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN 

“My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”                              Resignation 

 
 



 
CONCLUDING RITES 
 

 

 

PRAYER TO ST. MICHAEL 
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness 

and snares of the devil.  May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of 

the Heavenly host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who 

prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. 

Amen. 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 

“From God Christ’s Deity Came Forth”                         Salem Harbor 

 
 

POSTLUDE 

                       Prelude and Fugue in E minor BWV 533       J. S. Bach 
(1685-1750) 
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